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Gen er a l  m ar k in g  g u id an ce  

 All candidates must  receive the same t reatment . Exam iners must  mark the last  candidate in 

exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the first . 

 Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates must  be rewarded for what  they 

have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

 Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not  according to their percept ion of 

where the grade boundaries may lie.  

 All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should always 

award full marks if deserved. Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero m arks if the 

candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the mark scheme. 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark scheme to a candidate’s 

response, the team leader m ust  be consulted. 

 Crossed-out  work should be marked u n less  the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

 

How  t o  aw ar d  m ar k s 

Fin d in g  t h e r ig h t  lev el  

The first  stage is to decide which level the answer should be placed in. To do this, use a ‘best - fit ’ 

approach, deciding which level most  closely describes the quality of the answer. Answers can 

display characterist ics from  more than one level, and where this happens markers must  use their 

professional judgement  to decide which level is most  appropriate. 

 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el   

After a level has been decided on, the next  stage is to decide on the mark within the level. The 

inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level. However, where a level has 

specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, always follow that  guidance. 

 

Markers should be prepared to use the full range of marks available in a level and not  rest r ict  

marks to the m iddle. Markers should start  at  the m iddle of the level (or the upper-m iddle mark if 

there is an even number of m arks)  and then m ove the mark up or down to find the best  m ark. To 

do this, they should take into account  how far the answer meets the requirements of the level:   

 I f it  meets the requirements fully ,  markers should be prepared to award full marks within 

the level. The top mark in the level is used for answers that  are as good as can realist ically 

be expected within that  level 

 I f it  only barely  meets the requirements of the level, m arkers should consider awarding 

marks at  the bot tom of the level. The bot tom mark in the level is used for answers that  are 

the weakest  that  can be expected within that  level 

 The m iddle marks of the level are used for answers that  have a reasonable match to the 

descriptor. This m ight  represent  a balance between some characterist ics of the level that  

are fully met  and others that  are only barely met . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  3  
 

Sect io n  A  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 2 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/ or 

contemporary to the period, within it s historical context . 
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0  
 

No rewardable material 

 

1  
 

1 – 4  
 

  Dem onst rates surface level comprehension of the source material 

without  analysis, select ing som e material relevant  to the quest ion, but  

in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 
 

  Some relevant  contextual knowledge is included, but  presented as 

informat ion rather than applied to the source m aterial.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source material is assert ive with lit t le or no support ing 

evidence. Concepts of reliabilit y or ut ilit y may be addressed, but  by 

making stereotypical judgements. 

 

2  
 

5 – 8  
 

  Dem onst rates som e understanding of the source material and at tempts 

analysis by select ing and summ arising informat ion and making 

inferences relevant  to the quest ion. 
 

  Contextual knowledge is added to informat ion from the source material,  

but  mainly to expand, confirm  or challenge mat ters of detail.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry but  

with lim ited support  for j udgement . Concepts of reliabilit y or ut ilit y are 
addressed mainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 
judgements may be based on quest ionable assumpt ions. 

 

3  
 

9 – 1 4  
 

  Dem onst rates understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 

analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 
their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 
inferences. 

 

  Detailed knowledge of the historical context  is deployed to explain or 

support  inferences as well as to expand, confirm  or challenge mat ters of 
detail.  

 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

explanat ion of ut ilit y takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such as 
nature or purpose of the source material or the posit ion of the author. 
Judgements are based on valid criteria with some just ificat ion. 

 

4  
 

1 5 – 2 0  
 

  Analyses the source material,  interrogat ing the evidence to make 

reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the material can be 
used, for exam ple by dist inguishing between informat ion and claim  or 
opinion, although t reatment  of the two sources may be uneven. 

 

  Deploys well- selected knowledge of the historical context , but  mainly to 

illuminate or discuss the lim itat ions of what  can be gained from the 
content  of the source m aterial. Displays som e understanding of the 

need to interpret  source material in the context  of the values and 

concerns of the society from  which it  is drawn. 
 

  Evaluat ion of the source material uses valid criteria which are just ified 

and applied, although some of the evaluat ion may not  be fully 
substant iated. Evaluat ion takes into account  the weight  the evidence 
will bear as part  of com ing to a judgem ent . 



 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

 

5  
 

2 1 – 2 5  
 

  I nterrogates the evidence of both sources with confidence and 

discrim inat ion, making reasoned inferences and showing a range of 
ways the material can be used, for example by dist inguishing between 
informat ion and claim  or opinion. 

 

  Deploys knowledge of the historical context  with precision to illuminate 

and discuss the lim itat ions of what  can be gained from the content  of 
the source material,  displaying secure understanding of the need to 
interpret  source m aterial in the context  of the values and concerns of 
the society from  which it  is drawn. 

 

  Evaluat ion of the source material uses valid criteria which are just ified 

and fully applied. Evaluat ion takes into account  the weight  the evidence 
will bear as part  of com ing to a judgem ent  and, where appropriate, 
dist inguishes between the degree of certainty with which aspects of it  
can be used as the basis for claims. 



Sect io n  B  
 

Tar g et :   AO1  ( 2 5  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and comm unicate 

knowledge and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key 

features related to the periods studied, making substant iated 

judgem ents and exploring concepts, as relevant , of cause, 

consequence, change, cont inuit y, sim ilarit y, difference and 

significance. 

 
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0  
 

No rewardable material 

 

1  
 

1 – 6  
 

  Sim ple or generalised statements are m ade about  the topic. 
 

  Some accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range 

and depth and does not  direct ly address the quest ion. 
 

  The overall judgement  is m issing or asserted. 
 

  There is lit t le, if any, evidence of at tempts to st ructure the answer, and 

the answer overall lacks coherence and precision. 

 

2  
 

7 – 1 2  
 

  There is som e analysis of som e key features of the period relevant  to 

the quest ion, but  descript ive passages are included that  are not  clearly 

shown to relate to the focus of the quest ion. 
 

  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  lacks range or 

depth and has only implicit  links to the dem ands and conceptual focus of 

the quest ion. 
 

  An overall judgement  is given but  with lim ited support  and the criteria 

for judgement  are left  implicit .  
 

  The answer shows som e at tempts at  organisat ion, but  most  of the 

answer is lacking in coherence, clarit y and precision. 

 

3  
 

1 3 – 1 8  
 

  There is som e analysis of, and at tem pt  to explain links between, the 

relevant  key features of the period and the quest ion, although some 

mainly descript ive passages may be included. 
 

  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included to demonst rate 

som e understanding of the dem ands and conceptual focus of the 

quest ion, but  m aterial lacks range or depth. 
 

  At tempts are m ade to establish criteria for judgement  and to relate the 

overall j udgement  to them, although with weak substant iat ion. 
 

  The answer shows som e organisat ion. The general t rend of the 

argument  is clear, but  parts of it  lack logic, coherence or precision. 



 

 

4  
 

1 9 – 2 5  
 

  Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by an analysis of the 

relat ionships between key features of the period. 
 

  Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate understanding of the 

dem ands and conceptual focus of the quest ion and to meet  m ost  of it s 

dem ands. 
 

  Valid criteria by which the quest ion can be judged are established and 

applied in the process of com ing to a judgement . Although some of the 

evaluat ions may be only part ly substant iated, the overall j udgement  is 

supported. 
 

  The answer is generally well organised. The argument  is logical and is 

com m unicated with clarit y, although in a few places it  m ay lack 

coherence or precision. 

 

 

Sect ion  A:  in d icat iv e con t en t  

Op t ion  1 A:  Th e USA, I n d ep en d en ce t o  Civ i l  W ar  , 1 7 7 5 – 1 8 6 5  

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

 

1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The 

indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other 

relevant  m aterial not  suggested below m ust  also be credited. 

 Candidates m ust  analyse and evaluate the sources to consider how far 

the histor ian could m ake use of them  to invest igate the significance of the 

nullif icat ion cr isis of 1832-33. 

Source 1 

1.The following points could be m ade about  the or igin and nature of the 

source and applied when evaluat ing the use of selected inform at ion and 

inferences:  

 As President , Jackson would be determ ined to m aintain the Union 

 As it  is an official President ial proclam at ion it  would be widely 

circulated 

 The tone displays a m ixture of both conciliat ion and force. 

2. The evidence could be assessed here in term s of giving weight  to the 

following points of inform at ion and inferences about  the significance of the 

nullif icat ion cr isis of 1832-33:  

 I t  claim s that  this is an issue relevant  to all Am erican cit izens  

 I t  im plies that  r ight  is on the side of the federal governm ent  

 I t  suggests that  because of the st rength of the governm ent ’s 

const itut ional argum ents Jackson would be prepared to use force if 

necessary. 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

3. Knowledge of histor ical context  should be deployed to support  and 

develop inferences and to confirm  the accuracy/ usefulness of inform at ion 

or to note lim itat ions or to challenge aspects of content . Relevant  points 

m ay include:   

 

 Jackson’s Vice President , John Calhoun, a South Carolinian, was a 

proclaim ed supporter of nullif icat ion 

 Jackson was keen to avoid disagreem ent  over the issue and 

supported at tem pts to devise a com prom ise tar iff in 1833 

 Jackson was a popular president  who enjoyed widespread support  

throughout  the South. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source 2 

1.The following points could be m ade about  the or igin and nature of the 

source and applied when evaluat ing the use of selected inform at ion and 

inferences:  

 

 The date suggests it  is a direct  response to Jackson’s proclam at ion 

 I n m aking an inaugural address he would be expected to support  

vehem ent ly the recent  decision of the South Carolina convent ion  

 The tone is one of determ inat ion and fort itude. 

 

2. The evidence could be assessed here in term s of giving weight  to the 

following points of inform at ion and inferences about  the significance of the 

nullif icat ion cr isis of 1832-33:  

 

 I t  suggests his allegiance is only to his state and not  the USA 

 I t  im plies exasperat ion at  the perceived int ransigence of the 

Federal Governm ent  

 I t  suggests that  South Carolina is t ruly being const itut ional in its 

act ions. 

3. Knowledge of histor ical context  should be deployed to support  and 

develop inferences and to confirm  the accuracy/ usefulness of inform at ion 

or to note lim itat ions or to challenge aspects of content . Relevant  points 

m ay include:   

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

 Calhoun supported Hayne and resigned as Vice President  during the 

cr isis 

 I n March 1833 the South Carolina Nullif icat ion Convent ion m et  

again and repealed the Nullif icat ion Ordinance passed in Novem ber 

 Hayne, who had been a US senator, had long opposed tar iffs and 

voted against  the 1828 int roduct ion. 

 

Sources 1 and 2 

The following points could be m ade about  the sources in com binat ion:  

 

 Both authors claim  to be upholding the const itut ion 

 Both sources either state or im ply their  willingness to resort  to 

force if necessary 

 Both sources claim  that  the cont rast ing posit ions that  they have 

taken are reasonable but  both express reluctance to resort  to arm s. 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 
 
 



 

 

Sect ion  B:  I n d icat i v e con t en t  

Op t ion  1 A:  Th e USA, I n d ep en d en ce t o  Civ i l  W ar  , 1 7 7 5 – 1 8 6 5  

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The 

indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . 

 

Argum ents and evidence support ing the argum ent  that  resolving the issue 

of slavery was cent ral to the successful organisat ion of a new Am erican 

nat ion in the years 1775-91 should be analysed and evaluated. Relevant  

points m ay include:  

 

 Different  at t itudes towards the inst itut ion of slavery would always 

threaten harm ony between the states of the new Am erican nat ion if 

the colonies could gain independence from  Great  Britain 

 

 The clash over slavery and its resolut ion through com prom ise was 

always cent ral to polit ical discussions 1775-83 

 

 Southern states in 1787 m ade it  clear that  a cont inuat ion of their  

r ight  to keep slaves was essent ial to the form at ion of the Union and 

its successful funct ioning 

 

 The need for a com prom ise acceptance of slavery in 1787, in term s 

of the allocat ion of congressional seats, showed the ongoing level of 

disagreem ent  over the issue 

 

 The disagreem ents over the cont inuat ion of the slave t rade resulted 

in a com prom ise in Philadelphia in 1787, which unblocked an 

obstacle to the successful organisat ion of the Union. 

 

Argum ents and evidence that  challenge the view that  it  is accurate to say 

that  resolving the issue of slavery was cent ral to the successful 

organisat ion of a new Am erican nat ion in the years 1775-91 should be 

analysed and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

 Winning the war against  Great  Britain and achieving independence 

1775-83 was the greatest  problem  faced in organising a new nat ion 

 

 The fram ing of an acceptable const itut ion was a significant  problem  

to the successful organisat ion of a new nat ion 

 

 Disagreem ent  over finance, war debt  funding and taxat ion split  

policy m akers 

 

 Disagreem ents between federalists and ant i- federalists was a m ajor 

problem  for polit icians looking to agree on how to create a new 

nat ion 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Popular discontent ,  such as Shay’s rebellion, were hugely 

significant  problem s that  hindered the organisat ion of a new nat ion. 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The 

indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on the statem ent  that  

although Lincoln’s elect ion in 1860 largely threatened the Union, his last  

two years as President  largely saved it .  

Argum ents and evidence support ing the statem ent  should be analysed 

and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

 Lincoln’s cam paign, whilst  start ing off as cent r ist , becam e rather 

bit ter when referr ing to slavery as the ‘peculiar inst itut ion’ and 

encouraged opposit ion to his views 

 Lincoln won less than 40%  of the popular vote thereby underm ining 

his Republican m andate and allowing opponents to quest ion his 

legit im acy 

 Fear of Lincoln’s polit ical viewpoint  led to im m ediate dem ands for 

secession 

 The long-standing disagreem ents between state and federal r ights 

were exacerbated by Lincoln’s elect ion. 

 

Argum ents and evidence opposing the statem ent  should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 The int ransigent  at t itude of others such as Jefferson Davis, rather 

than the elect ion of Lincoln, hastened the collapse into civil war 

 Despite his opponents, Lincoln m ade it  clear that  saving the Union 

rather than slavery was his key pr ior ity 

 Lincoln’s polit ical skill,  in not  extending the Em ancipat ion 

Proclam at ion to the border states, which were loyal to the Union, 

was designed to prom ote com prom ise 

 His resolute polit ical leadership during the Civil War, and the 

appointm ent  of Grant , helped to secure victory and a resolut ion to 

fact ion and discord 

 Lincoln’s issuing of the Em ancipat ion Proclam at ion established a 

m oral purpose to support  the Union, which wasn’t  rebut ted 

 Lincoln’s Get tysburg address established a clear rat ionale for 

m aintaining the Union 

 The deficiencies of both polit ical and m ilitary leadership by the 

confederate forces ensured their  defeat  and hence the survival of 



 

the Union. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.   
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